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How to Survive Valentine’s Day When You’re Single 
By: Hannah Cutsinger 

Valentine’s Day is here, and that means love, chocolate, and joy for 

everyone...right? Actually, 50% of the population in America is  

single this February 14th, and here are some tips on how to make it 

through this season of love. 
 
Watch sappy love story movies on Hallmark and eat a bunch of 
junk food. 

 
Or, watch anything but romance movies; watch an action  
adventure movie or something similar. 

 
If you don’t have a puppy or kitten, borrow one, or get  
yourself one, and snuggle it. 

 
Request to work. It’ll keep you sidetracked. 

 
The day after, go buy discounted chocolate.    

 
Send yourself gifts (flowers, chocolate, candy, etc.)  
anonymously. 

You Live, You Learn  

Check out the advice teachers at JCHS wish they would have known when they 

were in high school. Continued on page 7... 

 Live with your parents as long as possible! 

 Girls: Hang out with your guy best friend and confide in them more, 

they will always be more loyal to you than your girlfriends. 

 What seems like the end of the world now, you will laugh about as an 

adult. 

 Love and respect your parents because someday you will have children 

and realize what you put your parent through. 

 Be kind to everyone! Your friends after high school may be people you 

went to school with and never hung out with before! Also, you never know 

the day when you will run into someone you went to high school with and 

maybe even need help from that person. And besides all that, being kind is 

just a good, general rule! So many of your classmates might be struggling in 

ways you wouldn’t imagine. A friendly face and kind word can always help.  



Page 2 Dance Team 
By: Hannah Cutsinger 

The Johnston City High School Dance Team went to the state competition in Springfield 

on Feb. 10. There they competed against all the state qualifiers in the state of Illinois. The 

team gave their best performance yet and was very happy with what they showcased to 

the judges. Lily Frick qualified for state in the soloist category and competed in the first 

round of the soloist competition on the 9th. Overall, the team may not have won, but they 

gave it their all and had a blast showing all the hard work they had put in this season.  

Bowling 
By: Valerie Lindner 

JCHS bowling team has had a great year. 

Breanna Moulten and Alec Coulson 

advanced to the IHSA sectional bowling 

tournament in Mt. Vernon on Saturday, 

February 10th.  

McKendree Signing 
By: Cailey Clark 

On Friday, senior, Luca Gualdoni, signed with 

McKendree University to play football. Luca 

will be attending McKendree on a full ride 

scholarship, playing corner for the bearcats. He 

plans to major in biology. When Luca was 

asked what he likes about McKendree, he 

responded, “They win a lot.” Mr. Gualdoni 

tells us there is a good possibility that he will 

be starting as a freshman. As much as we will 

miss Luca being an Indian, he is going to do 

great things as a Bearcat. Good luck Luca!  
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By: Zoe Bonds 

The JCHS Math Team’s season is in full swing! Practices have begun during Enrichment 

and after school, setting the ball rolling. Coached under Lenny and Trevor Clark, the 

team has done very well in the past, ranking high within the state, and is gearing up for 

even more victories. While dates are still to be announced, Math Team will  

compete in three competitions: Math Field Day, Regionals, and State. The State  

competition will require an overnight trip to the University of Illinois at  

Urbana-Champaign, allowing students an opportunity to compete in an exciting  

environment and to meet others from all over the state. Stay tuned to hear of all of the 

awards the mathematics scholars bring home this year, and be sure to root for them along 

the way!  

Scholar Bowl 
By: Zoe Bonds 

The JCHS scholar bowl is having a very 

successful season! The team is coached 

by Mrs. Crystal Stultz and consists of 

scholars from all grade levels. The 

students have been studying and 

practicing hard and are getting the 

deserved results. The team has 

participated in several individual matches 

so far this season, along with competing 

in the Black Diamond Conference 

tournament. At this event they swept the 

competition with a perfect record, 

earning them the title of Black Diamond 

Champions. This was their second year in 

a row! With more tournaments to come, 

the scholar bowl team aims to make a 

lasting name for itself and bring home a 

lot of trophies!  

WYSE 

The WYSE team got 2nd place overall at 

the WYSE team competition at John A. 

Logan on February 8, 2018. They get to 

advance to sectionals! The following  

individual awards were received: 

Ethan Murrah- 1st in Biology 

Patrick Ruksee -2nd in biology 

Amelia Anderson -3rd in biology 

Chase Stanley -1st in Physics 

Brittney Gibbens -1st in math 

Chase Stanley -1st in math 

Dakota Bennett-2nd in math 

Zoe Bonds -2nd in English 
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FFA Hugs and Kisses 
By: Hannah Cutsinger 

The Johnston City FFA did their yearly 

hugs and kisses sale. This month, at lunch, 

you could have purchased a hug (crush 

soda) or a kiss (a Hershey's kiss) for a 

dollar. They will be given out in 

enrichment on Valentine’s Day. 

Boys Basketball 
By: Matt Campbell 

The Johnston City High School boys basketball season is coming to an end. The guys only 

have six in season games left and then they kick off regionals, which will be held at home this 

year. The tribes record is 10-17. Matt Campbell and Chase Selby got named all-tournament 

team at the Sesser-Valier Mid-Winter Classic and then again at the Egyptian Invitational  

Tournament. The boys have had a trying season, but the team is still trying to improve how 

they play as a team and improve their effort level. Coach Burzynski has been an outstanding 

coach so far, and his family has been very supportive of the team. The team is glad to have 

you, Coach B.  

Girls Basketball 
By: Matt Campbell 

The Johnston City High School girls basketball team have also had a tough season. They are 

currently 5-20.  One of their seniors and dedicated players, Victoria Mueller, had an accident 

at the beginning of the season making her unable to play much. She still works hard on and off 

the court doing what she can to help encourage and support her team. She recently got to play 

for a couple minutes and had a great game. Allison Baker and Sydney Billington recently 

made all tournament team. Congratulations to them! The tribe is still trying to determine their 

rolls and come together as a team. This year has been a learning experience, and the  

underclassmen plan to learn from this and improve for next season.  

FFA Pancake Breakfast 
By: Hannah Cutsinger 

The FFA will be hosting a pancake breakfast 

on Saturday, February 24th from 7:30 a.m.—

9:30 a.m. Cost is $5/person (preschoolers 

free). We will be having a pancake eating 

contest at  

9:00 a.m. with cash prizes for 1st and 2nd 

place. 
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Senior Class Favorites 

Mr. and Mrs. JCHS– Cheyenne Smith & Johnny Steed 

Best Transformation– Cailey Clark & Tanner Burns 

Most Unforgettable– Autumn Burton & Tyler Yotkewich 

Most Opinionated– McKhaylah Craig, Elijah Ragsdale, & Matt West  

Class Clown– Hannah Summers & Lucas Young 

Most Likely to Become a Millionaire– Sara Roman & Gage McPhail 

Most Artistic– Dakotah Armes & Hunter Beasley 

Best Personality– Abigail Moore & Dakota Bennett 

Most Likely to be Wanted by the FBI– Catelyn Craig & Chris Smith 

Worst Driver– Bobbi Williams & Javier Ordonez 

Most Shy– Barilynn Shelby & Chad Armes 

Drama Queen & Drama King– Jaeda Willis & Kaleb Crompton 

Life of the Party– Cyauna Garza & Matt Campbell 

Worst Case of Senioritis– Madreah Whittle & Hunter Creamer 

Most Athletic– Victoria Mueller & Luca Gualdoni  

Most Musical– Brittney Gibbens & Ethan Murrah 

We have such a wide variety if majors and colleges this year. Many seniors are making life 

altering decisions right now about where they want to go to school, what career they want 

to major in, or if they want to head out in the work field. Seniors, no matter what decision 

you choose,  good luck in the future. Your days here at JCHS are numbered and graduation 

is fast approaching.  Check out these pie charts to see what majors and colleges are popular 

at this time. 

Criminal Justice 

Nursing/PTA 

Undecided 

Dental 

Generals 

Engineering 

Auto/Welding 

Social Worker 

Technology 

 

SIU 

John A. Logan 

SEMO 

SW 

Ol Miss 

Iowa 

Murray 

Kaskaskia 
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History of Valentine’s Day 
By: Valerie Lindner 

Valentine’s Day is a holiday known for love and appreciation for your significant other.  

However, there is a real history behind this beloved holiday. Valentine’s Day started during 

the third century in Rome. Emperor Claudius II decided that men make better soldiers when 

they are unmarried and have no family, so he made a new law that stated young men were not  

allowed to be married. Valentine, a priest, realized the injustice of the law and secretly 

married young couples. When Claudius discovered Valentine’s actions, he was ordered to be 

put to death on February 14. Valentine’s Day is not the romantic holiday Hallmark has made 

it out to be.  

Valentine’s Day Movies 
By: Valerie Lindner 

Valentine’s Day is a day to spend with your significant other, and you may be planning on a 

movie date. If you are wanting to see a romantic movie that will give you chills, I suggest the 

movie Entanglement. Entanglement is a romantic comedy about a man who uncovers a family 

secret which leads him to a woman he unexpectedly falls in love with. If you and your  

significant other like suspense movies, Winchester is based on a true story about a house 

turned into an asylum for ghosts. The 15:17 to Paris is a drama filled movie about a terrorist 

attack in 2015 where three men find friendship in each other while saving hundreds of people. 

Here are some movies to check out on Valentine’s Day.  

Top 10 Love Songs 
By Hannah Summers 

With the love in the air, here are some love songs 

to listen to that will most definitely get you in the 

Valentine’s Day spirit! 
 

1 Shape of You- Ed Sheeran 
  

2. Tell Me You Love Me- Demi Lovato 
 

3. Say Something Loving- The xx 
 

4. Bad At Love- Halsey 
 

5. Love Incredible- Cashmere Cat 
 

6. Perfect- Ed Sheeran 
 

7. Small Doses- Bebe Rexha 
 

8. Love.- Kendrick Lamar 
 

9. Love on the Weekend- John Mayer 
 

10. Old School- Urban Cone 

Who Am I? 
By: Matt Campbell 

I am on the girls basketball team. 

I have a lot of school spirit. 

I have had two sisters graduate from 

this school. 

I have blonde hair. 



Student Council St. Jude Collections  

We will be collecting change for St. Jude’s until March 1st. The  

enrichment that collects the most (and counts it) will win a pizza 

party in March. So get out your change jars and donate to a good 

cause! 

 There is no girl or boy you could ever date that will be the love of your life. You will not meet the love 

of your life until you hold your newborn for the first time. 

 I wish I knew that some of my best friends in school would not be in my life forever & some people I 

didn’t associate with, for whatever reason. I wish I knew that the teachers actually wanted my success 

more than I did. I wish I knew how to stand up for others who could not stand up for themselves. 

 Don’t throw around the word “love”. 

 Listen to your grandparents and their stories. 

 These four years will actually be a blur one day. 

 Field trips with clubs will be some of the best memories. 

 High school is not the best four years of your life. These are years everyone just tries to get through.  

The best years come after college, when you have a career, a family, and know who you are and what you 

want.  

 Answer the phone when your mom calls. “Mom” showing up on your caller ID won’t always be an 

option.  

 You aren’t too busy for your family. Make time for them because they will be there when your friends 

aren’t. 

 Choose a career you will love to get up and go to everyday. You never want to get up and dread going 

to work for the next forty years.  

 Save money!  

 Everyone is different. No one is better than anyone else. We all succeed and fail at our own individual 

things.  

 No one will ever remember you for the clothes you wore or the car you drove in high school. They 

will remember how you treated people!  

 Smile :) it could be the difference in someone else’s day.  

We could go on for days…………………. We all have learned so much. 

You Live, You Learn Continued... 

Congratulations to the JCMS girls and boys basketball teams!  

The boys for fourth at state and the girls got second at state!  
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